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and I really think the advantages which accrue to us
here are greatly overbalanced by the sacrifices we make
of our constitutions. I have not been unacquainted with
the fickleness of fortune, and may safely say I have not
enjoyed one happy day since I left my native country.
I am not acquainted with any one family in the place,
and have not assurance enough to introduce myself
without being asked."
After his arrival in India Olive was fortunate enough
to obtain access to an excellent library in Government
House, and he must have made good use of the oppor-
tunity. There is no record of the manner in which he
fitted himself for his work in life, but before Madras
surrendered he seems to have made himself a fair Latin
scholar, and to have acquired that intimate acquaintance
with the politics and character of the natives which
contributed so largely to his successful career. His
strong, decided character is said to have "rendered his
appointment as troublesome to his superiors as it was
irksome to himself;" and his abhorrence of compulsion
is amusingly illustrated by his reply to an invitation from
the Governor's secretary, to whom he had been ordered
to apologise: "No, sir, the Governor did not command
me to dine with you." Yet when he obtained a com-
mission he never complained of military discipline,
and never grew impatient under its yoke. During
this period he is said, either in a fit of despair or of low
spirits, to have attempted suicide, A companion, coming
into his room on one occasion, was requested to take up
a pistol and fire it out of the window. He did so ;
whereupon Olive, who was in one of his gloomy moods,
sprang up, and exclaimed: " Well, I am reserved for